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[0025] 

Hereinafter, an operation of the communication through 
a telephone line in order to acquire the information from the 
information providing station 6 will be described. At first, 
there will be described how the traffic information 
communication equipment 1 identifies the kind of the telephone 
sets 4a to 4c connected to the interface 18 of the traffic 
information communication equipment 1 . Whether or not the kind 
of the telephone sets 4a to 4c is a digital portable telephone 
set or an analog portable telephone set can be identified by, 
for example, making cables and jacks thereof connected to the 
interface 18 different and detecting the difference 
therebetween . 

[0026] ■ 

Further, the CPU 11 sends the communication device 
control signals CS to the telephone sets and makes specific 
inquiries so that an identification as to whether or not the 
connected digital portable telephone set is the digital 9600 
portable telephone set 4a or the digital 2400 portable telephone 
set 4b can be confirmed by the difference between the responses 
thereof. Specifically, in the case of, for example, a telephone 
set by NTT DoCoMo, Inc., a non-telephone service request command 
which supports only the digital 9600 portable telephone set is 
sent to the telephone set. The telephone set which responds 
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connected is identified and the telephone set 4 automatically 
originates a call to the corresponding telephone set of the same 
machine kind of the information providing station 6 according 
to the identification result so that communication can be made 
with the telephone set of the same machine kind. Therefore, 
since a communication establishment time can be shortened 
regardless of the difference of the kind of the telephone set 
4 to be connected, a user's stress due to a wait time can be 
reduced. Further, since a communication time can be shortened 
as a whole, a communication cost can be reduced. Further, 
according to the embodiment of the present invention, an 
identification of the kind of the telephone set 4 and an 
instruction of automatically originating a call of the 
telephone set 4 are set to be automatically performed so that 
the user can easily operate. Furthermore, according to the 
embodiment of the present invention, since, when the telephone 
set 4 cannot automatically originate a call, the telephone 
number of the corresponding telephone set of the information 
providing station 6 of the same machine kind is notified to the 
user, the user can use the telephone number to communicate with 
the telephone set of the same machine kind. Therefore, even 
when the telephone set 4 cannot automatically originate a call, 
a similar effect to the above can be obtained. 
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